GEC Guideline Revisions

Outline for Web presence (and/or ordering for manuals, handouts, etc)

1. GEC Rationale and Overarching Goals (draft to be supplied by Ed & Alexis)

2. Submission Requirements

· Syllabus (link to How to create an effective syllabus doc)

· Rationale for how course fits GEC 

· Assessment plan (link to samples)

· Answers to questions in requested category

*Note that all GEC courses go through a review every 5 years, therefore data should be collected from the first year the course runs.

 3. Individual Category (links provided for each category should follow this format)

· Rationale & Expected Outcomes (for each EO, add drop down hyperlinks to appropriate supplemental text, to be determined later)

· Questions to be answered

· Statement of how each GEC category fits student fulfillment of the GEC (i.e. “This course will be one of 2 courses need to take to fulfill the Arts and Humanities category”) – to be completed by Curriculum Office

· Sample Syllabi link

Division of Labor 

See attached Generic Template to complete your category

Skills

Quant & Logic: Ed

Writing & Related Skills: Ed

Foreign Language: Beth

Breadth

Natural Sciences: Jay

Social Sciences: Mike

Arts and Humanities: Val

Issues of the Contemporary World: Alexis

Social Diversity: Mark

International (western/non-western): Jess

Generic Template

Breadth

Arts and Humanities: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art

Literature

Goals/Rationale:

Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.

General Learning Objectives:

1.
Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.
2.
Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

3.
Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.  

Literature Learning Objectives:

1.
Students develop abilities to analyze significant written works.

2.
Students learn to appreciate and interpret significant writings (e.g., literary, philosophical, or religious).


3.
Students comprehend and evaluate critically the personal and social values of one’s own world as compared with those of other communities in time and space through analysis of literature.
Courses proposed for this component of the general education curriculum should be designed with these objectives in mind and should be thought of in terms of their contribution to the requirement as a whole. 

Proposals should address the following questions:
1. How do the particular objectives of the course fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Literature category?

2. How do the readings assigned fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Literature category? 

3. How do the topics fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Literature category?

4. How do the written assignments fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Literature category?

5.  How will students sharpen response, judgment, and evaluation skills through this course?

Please submit a course syllabus, answers to the questions above with reference to the syllabus, and an assessment plan for the course. Sample assignments and exams may be submitted as well.

Courses proposed for the Literature sub-category of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts and Works of Art should

1. be vetted by the ASC CCI in light of the goals and objectives stated above; and, 

2. in the spirit of “general education courses,” be made available to undergraduates with a minimum of prerequisites required and not restricted to majors.

Breadth

Arts and Humanities: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art

Visual and Performing Arts

Goals/Rationale:

Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.

General Learning Objectives:

1.
Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.
2.
Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

3.
Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.  

Visual and Performing Arts Learning Objectives:

1.
Students develop abilities to analyze significant works of art (e.g., visual, performing, rhetorical).

2.
Students learn to appreciate and interpret cultures of major regions of the world through the study of the arts.
3.
Students develop abilities to be an enlightened observer or an active participant in a discipline within the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.
Courses proposed for this component of the general education curriculum should be designed with these objectives in mind and should be thought of in terms of their contribution to the requirement as a whole. 

Proposals should address the following questions:
1. How do the particular objectives of the course fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Visual and Performing Arts category?

2. How do the readings assigned fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Visual and Performing Arts category? 

3. How do the topics fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Visual and Performing Arts category?

4. How do the written assignments fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Visual and Performing Arts category?

5.  How will students sharpen response, judgment, and evaluation skills through this course?

6.  How will students experience and interact with the arts in this course?

Please submit a course syllabus, answers to the questions above with reference to the syllabus, and an assessment plan for the course. Sample assignments and exams may be submitted as well.

Courses proposed for the Visual and Performing Arts sub-category of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts and Works of Art should

1. be vetted by the ASC CCI in light of the goals and objectives stated above; and, 

2. in the spirit of “general education courses,” be made available to undergraduates with a minimum of prerequisites required and not restricted to majors.

Breadth

Arts and Humanities: Analysis of Texts and Works of Art

Cultures and Ideas

Goals/Rationale:

Students evaluate significant writing and works of art.  Such studies develop capacities for aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.

General Learning Objectives:

1.
Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.
2.
Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

3.
Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.  

Cultures and Ideas Objectives:

1.
Students experience direct contact with major forms of human thought and expression as distinctive and as interrelated cultural phenomena.
2.
Students learn to interpret social and cultural diversity and sensitivity to problems of inequity and of individual similarity and difference (e.g., race, color, gender, ethnicity, religion, and class).
3.
Students develop abilities to understand the foundations of human beliefs, the nature of reality, and the norms which guide human behavior.
Courses proposed for this component of the general education curriculum should be designed with these objectives in mind and should be thought of in terms of their contribution to the requirement as a whole. 

Proposals should address the following questions:
1. How do the particular objectives of the course fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Cultures and Ideas category?

2. How do the readings assigned fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Cultures and Ideas category? 

3. How do the topics fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Cultures and Ideas category?

4. How do the written assignments fit the objectives of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts of Works of Art, Cultures and Ideas category?

5.  How will students sharpen response, judgment, and evaluation skills through this course?

6.  How will students experience and interact with the arts in this course?

Please submit a course syllabus, answers to the questions above with reference to the syllabus, and an assessment plan for the course. Sample assignments and exams may be submitted as well.

Courses proposed for the Culture and Ideas sub-category of the Arts and Humanities:  Analysis of Texts and Works of Art should

1. be vetted by the ASC CCI in light of the goals and objectives stated above; and, 

2. in the spirit of “general education courses,” be made available to undergraduates with a minimum of prerequisites required and not restricted to majors.

COLLEGES OF THE ARTS AND SCIENCES (ASC)

GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

LEARNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

In the Program of General Education, students will take coursework in several

areas of study to achieve basic skills, competencies, and breadth of knowledge

expected of an Arts and Sciences college-educated graduate. Learning

outcomes students should achieve through coursework in various categories of

the General Education Curriculum (GEC) are described below.

SKILLS

Writing and Related Skills coursework across disciplines develops students’ skills in writing, reading, critical thinking, and oral expression. Expected outcomes are:

• Students apply basic skills in expository writing.

• Students demonstrate critical thinking through written and oral expression.

• Students retrieve and use written information analytically and effectively.

Quantitative and Logical Skills coursework develops students’ quantitative literacy and logical reasoning, including the ability to identify valid arguments, use mathematical models, draw conclusions, and critically evaluate results based on data. Expected outcomes are:

• Basic Computational Skills. Students demonstrate computational skills and familiarity with algebra and geometry, and can apply these skills to practical problems.

• Mathematical and Logical Analysis. Students comprehend mathematical concepts and methods adequate to construct valid arguments, and understand inductive and deductive reasoning, scientific inference, and general problem solving.

• Data Analysis. Students understand basic concepts of statistics and probability, comprehend and use common statistical methods for analyzing data, recognize the role of statistics in designing and reporting research, and make and critically evaluate statistical conclusions.

Foreign Language coursework develops students’ skills in communication across ethnic, cultural, ideological, and national boundaries, and helps students develop an understanding of other cultures and patterns of thought. Expected outcomes are:

• Students demonstrate basic skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing in a language other than their native language.

• Students describe cultural differences in countries other than their own, and demonstrate an appreciation of these differences.

BREADTH

Natural Science coursework fosters students’ understanding of the principles, theories and methods of modern science, the relationship between science and technology, and the effects of science and technology on the environment. Expected outcomes are:

• Students understand the basic facts, principles, theories and methods of modern science.

• Students learn key events in the history of science.

• Students provide examples of the inter-dependence of scientific and technological developments.

• Students discuss social and philosophical implications of scientific discoveries and understand the potential of science and technology to address problems of the contemporary world.

Social Science coursework helps students understand human behavior and cognition, and the structures of human societies, cultures and institutions. Expected outcomes are:

• Students understand the theories and methods of scientific inquiry as they are applied to the studies of individuals, groups, organizations, and societies.

• Students comprehend human differences and similarities in various psychological, social, cultural, economic, geographic, and political contexts.

• Students develop abilities to comprehend and assess individual and social values, and recognize their importance in social problem solving and policy making.

Arts and Humanities coursework develops students’ capacities to evaluate significant writing and works of art, and for aesthetic response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience. Expected outcomes are:

• Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.

• Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

• Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.

HISTORICAL STUDY

Historical Study coursework develops students’ knowledge of how past events influence today’s society and help them understand how humans view themselves. Expected outcomes are:

• Students acquire a perspective on history and an understanding of the factors that shape human activity.

• Students display knowledge about the origins and nature of contemporary issues and develop a foundation for future comparative understanding.

• Students think, speak, and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts.

DIVERSTIY

Social Diversity in the United States coursework fosters students’ understanding of the pluralistic nature of institutions, society, and culture in the United States. Expected outcomes are:

• Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion in the institutions and cultures of the United States.

• Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values.

International Issues coursework help students become educated, productive, and principled citizens of their nation and the world. Expected outcomes are:

• Students exhibit an understanding of political, economic, cultural, physical, and social differences among the nations of the world, including a specific examination of non-Western culture.

CAPSTONE

Issues of the Contemporary World thematic upper-division course work, drawing upon multiple disciplines, enriches students’ experiences of the contemporary world. Expected outcomes are:

• Students synthesize and apply knowledge from diverse disciplines to contemporary issues.

• Students write about or conduct research on the contemporary world.

Last updated 10/19/2007





















Mercerhill

12/7/07


